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HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS
– 6,800 manuscripts
– 1,800 incunabula
– 4,500 charters
– 90,000 historical printed books from before 1800
– Bibliotheca Palatina, monastic libraries of Abbey Salem and
   Abbey Petershausen 
– Over 150 bequests of significant people / scholars 
– Manuscript Reading Room (LSH)
– Alternating exhibitions

DIGITIZATION DEPARTMENT HEIDELBERG
– Use of innovative digitization technology: scan robots, overhead
   scanners, »Grazer book cradle«
– Management and development of the software DWork – 
   Heidelberger Digitization Workflow
– Collaboration with national and international partners such as 
   the Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz, the Getty Research Institute 
   and the Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana
– Numerous digitization projects such as
   Bibliotheca Palatina – digital,
   Bibliotheca Laureshamensis – digital: Virtual Monastic Library of
   Abbey Lorsch,
   Monastic libraries of Abbey Salem and Abbey Petershausen,
   German Sales

Main Library

Plöck 107–109
69117 Heidelberg
Germany
Phone: +49 6221 54 2393
info@ub.uni­heidelberg.de

Loan Services: 
Mon –Fri 9.00 –20.00
Sat 13.00 –17.00

Reading Room:
Mon –Fri 8.30 –1.00
Sat–Sun 9.00 –1.00 

Manuscript Reading Room:
Mon –Thu 10.00 –16.00
Fri 10.00 –15.30

Branch Library

Im Neuenheimer Feld 368
69120 Heidelberg
Germany
Phone: +49 6221 54 4272
infon@ub.uni­heidelberg.de 

Loan Services:
Mon –Fri 9.00 –18.00
Sat 13.00 –17.00

Reading Room:
Mon –Fri 8.30 –22.00
Sat –Sun 9.00 –22.00

Digitization with the
»Grazer book cradle«

 www.ub.uni­heidelberg.de
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LONG-STANDING PARTNER FOR MORE THAN 600 YEARS
Heidelberg University Library is one of the oldest academic libra­
ries in the German­speaking region, mentioned for the first time in a 
 document from 1396. Otto­Henry (1502–1559), prince elector of the 
Palatinate, brought together selected collections of books, which laid  
the foundation for the famous Bibliotheca Palatina (» Palatinate library «) 
of Heidelberg. After the library was transported to Rome during the 
Thirty Years War, Heidelberg’s University Library rose again in the 
19th century. Essential for its development was the reorganisation of  
the University as well as the acquisition of the libraries from the secula­
rized Abbeys Salem and Petershausen.

In 1888 the library’s most famous manuscript, the Codex Manesse 
(» Great Heidelberg Songbook «), was returned to Heidelberg. Writ­
ten and illustrated in Zürich during the early 14th century, the Codex  
Manesse is the single most comprehensive collection of Middle High 
German courtly love songs. 

The new building of the University Library was opened in 1905 under 
the supervision of the head librarian Karl Zangemeister (1837–1902).
The architectural design by  Joseph Durm (1837–1919) still shapes the 
use of the University Library to the present day.

Looking back on 600 years of tradition, Heidelberg University Library 
 provides the University and its region with a modern library service.

HEIDELBERG’S LIBRARY SYSTEM
– Library services for over 100 subjects taught at Heidelberg University
– Heidelberg University Library is the central management body of  
   over 38 faculty and medical libraries
– Branch library in Neuenheim for Medicine, Natural and Life Sciences
– Departmental libraries, such as the Campus Library Bergheim and  
   the library of the Centre for Asian and Transcultural Studies (CATS) 
– Central online catalogue HEIDI

THE LIBRARY IN NUMBERS
– 3.2 million books in the University Library, 2.9 million books in  
   the departmental libraries
– 152,000 e­journals
– 850,000 e­books
– 750,000 circulations per year

SPECIALISED INFORMATION SERVICES SUPPORTED BY THE 
GERMAN RESEARCH FOUNDATION (DFG)
– History of Art up to 1945 and General Art Studies: arthistoricum.net
– Classical Archaeology: propylaeum.de
– Egyptology: propylaeum.de
– South Asia: fid4sa.de

LOAN SERVICES
– Registration 
– Circulation and book return
– Textbook collection and open stacks
– Interlibrary loan and document delivery service via Subito

ENQUIRY AND REFERENCE SERVICES
– Central information services and help desks
– Professional support for finding literature
– Workstations for direct access to electronic full text resources, 
   catalogue and database searches

READING ROOM
– Group study rooms with smartboards
– Carrels
– Book scanners (with USB flash drive support)
– Reference collections

COURSES AND LEARNING RESOURCES
– Library tours, introductions to searching the catalogues and 
   databases, courses for reference management systems, electronic 
   publishing, plagiarism, legal issues
– Online tutorials for training in subject related information skills (FIT)
– Individual advice
– Dates and registration:  www.ub.uni­heidelberg.de/schulung

»Tempora mutantur  
et nos mutamur in illis.«

Personal consultation 
“Book a librarian”

Branch library, 
Neuenheimer Feld

»The times are changing, and 
we are changing with them.«


